STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

PO Box 42560 = Olympia, Washington 98504-2560 e http://agr.wa.gov © (360) 902-1800

July 13, 2010

Document Processing Desk (SLN)
Office of Pesticide Programs - 7504P
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Ariel Rios Building

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20460

RE: EPA SLN Reg. Number WA-100005

Enclosed is Washington Special Local Need (SLN) registration number WA-100005 issued to Dow
AgroSciences LLC for the post-emergence use of Stinger (EPA Reg. No. 62719-73) to control Canada
thistle and certain other broadleaf weeds in blueherries. This registration was issued under the authority of
Section 24(c) of FIFRA.

Established perennial weeds in blueberries fields can reduce yield by 20%, interfere with mechanical
harvest, and harbor destructive insect and disease pests. Most herbicides registered for use in blueberries
are intended to be applied pre-emergent during the dormant season for seedlings or annual weeds, not
established perennials. Canada thistle is a Class C noxious weed in Washington that is especially difficult
to control due to its deep and extensive root system. Dr. Timothy Miller, WSU has researched the use of
clopyralid on blueberries and supports the use of Stinger for management of Canada thistle and other
difficult-to-control weeds.

Diclobenil will not control many of the perennial weeds species in the grass strips between the rows from
where these perennials re-invade the crop row. Clopyralid (Stinger) does not injure grass, so it can be used
on weed infestations and provides superior control compared to banded applications of diclobenil. Stinger
is also applied as a spot-treatment postemergence to the weeds rather than preemergence like diclobenil.
Mesotrione does not provide effective control of most perennial weed species, particularly when applied
preemergence.

WSDA has determined that a federally registered product is not sufficiently available in Washington to
adequately control Canada thistle and other difficult-to-control weeds in blueberries. A federal tolerance for
clopyralid on blueberries was issued March 24, 2010.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (360) 902-2049 or by email at sfoss@agr.wa.gov.

Sincerely,
PESTICIDE MANAGEMENT DIVISION

fhny ‘1 e

Steve L. Foss
Biopesticide Specialist / E-=Commerce Business Coordinator
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Enclosure

cc: Brian Bret, Dow AgroSciences Timothy Miller, WSU Charlee Parker, WSU
Amy Hudson, Dow AgroSciences Doug Walsh, WSU
Rose Kachadoorian, ODA George Robinson, IDA
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